CHAPTER XV.
BEFORE his own catastrophe, and before he could believe that he was in danger, Cicero had discerned clearly the penis which threatened the State The Empire was growing more extensive The " Tntons of the fish-ponds " still held the reins , and believed their own supreme duty was to divide the spoils among themselves The pyramid was standing on its point The mass which lested on it was becoming more portentous and unwieldy The Senate was the official powei, the armies were the leal power, and the imagination of the Senate was that after each conquest the soldiers would be dismissed back into humble life unrewarded, white the noble lords took possession of the new acquisitions, and added new millions to their fortunes All this Cicero knew, and yet he had peisuaded himself that it could continue without bringing on a catastrophe He saw his fellow senators openly bribed, he saw the elections become a mere matter of money He saw adventmeis pushing themselves into office by steeping themselves m debt, and paying their debts by robbing the piovmcials He saw these high-born scoundrels coming home loaded with treasme, buying lands and building palaces, and, when brought to trial, purchasing the consciences of their judges Yet he had considered such phenomena as the tempoiary accidents of a constitution which was still the best th.it could be conceived, and every one that doubted the